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Vaal River Tackle Check List 
   
 

  Rods 
Most anglers who fish the Vaal River using conventional fly-fishing tactics choose rods in the 9’0” 
range designed to cast either 5wt- or 6-wt lines. Other rods and lengths can be very effective 
when short line fishing. Rods like Sage’s X and Sonic are ideal for the Vaal but if you choose to 
Czech/Euro Nymph the river you’ll need a longer rod. Sage manufactures the ESN and SENSE 
range of rods for this type of fishing and there are also rods in the Horizon rod range to choose 
from. If you don’t want to break the bank then consider rods from the Horizon TFS or NITRO 
range if you fish using conventional fly-fishing tactics. If you elect to fish using Czech/Euro 
nymphing tactics then consider rods from the Horizon Tactical Competition or NITRO range. 

  Reels 
Choose a reel that matches your rod. The reel should hold at least 50 yards of backing as 
smallmouth yellowfish will often get downstream of the angler and run all the line and loads of 
backing off the reel. Frontier Fly Fishing has reels to suit all anglers’ pockets.  

  Lines 
You will only need a floating line when fishing for smallmouth yellowfish on the Vaal at Wag-‘n-
Bietjie. Choose a line that will turn over large nymphs at short ranges and that has a taper with a 
longish belly that will aid when mending your line across currents. Our lines of choice are the 
Scientific Anglers' Amplitude Infinity, Amplitude Smooth Infinity or Mastery Series Infinity. A less 
expensive option is the Scientific Anglers’ Frequency Boost fly-line. 

  Leaders and Tippet 
Because the Vaal is not a crystal clear fishery you will not have to concern yourself with tippet 
visibility. Nylon of some sort will work just fine. We suggest leaders tapered to 2X with tippets in 
the 2X to 4X class. Scientific Anglers Absolute Clear nylon is our tippet material of choice for the 
Vaal River.  

  Clothing 
Our trips to Wag-‘n-Bietjie  are planned over early summer and the weather can be changeable. 
Despite the fact that the trips fall over early summer the nights can be cool so bring clothing for 
warmish days and coolish nights. 
 
You will require: 
- Quick drying technical shirts. SIMMS Guide shirts are our shirts of choice but Solarflex shirts 

are also a good choice. 
- Quick drying technical long pants. SIMMS Guide pants are our pants of choice. 
- Lightweight rain jacket. SIMMS offers a variety of rain jackets to suit all budgets. 
- Medium weight fleece top. The SIMMS Waderwick fleece top is our preferred fleece top and 

is more than adequate for the coolish early summer nights.  
- Sun Gloves. SIMMS Solarflex sun gloves are our sun gloves of choice. 
- Cap or wide-brimmed hat. 
- Sungaiter. SIMMS has a great sungaiter which is available in a wide variety of colours. 

  Boots 
You will be on your feet for most of the day so comfortable footwear is important. The boot should 
have either a Vibram rubber sole or a felt sole, with good ankle support. SIMMS offers a variety 
of wading boots that are ideal for South African fly-fishing conditions. 

  Polarised Sunglasses 
Polarised sunglasses are a must as they will cut the surface glare off the water, allowing you to 
see fish. They will also protect your eyes from the sun and any errant fly-patterns. Maui Jim 
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polarized sunglasses are without peer in the marketplace – there are no 
better sunglasses available. 

  Flies 
Flies are a personal thing, but prior to the trip, anglers will be briefed on 
what flies to buy or tie (if you tie your own). 
 
 

  Other items you will need 
 Vest, lumbar pack or sling pack 
 Snips  
 Sunscreen  
 SPF30 lip balm  
 Camera  
 Camera battery charger 
 Dry Bag 
 Spare camera batteries  
 Toiletries  
 Casual clothing 
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Check/Packing List 

Rods 9’0’ 5-wt or 6-wt rod or a Czech or Euro Nymphing rod  
Reels Reel to match the rod  
Lines Floating fly-line  
 9ft Leaders tapered to 2X  
 Nylon tippet material – 2X, 3X and 4X  
   
Clothing Quick drying technical shirts  
 Quick drying long pants  
 Lightweight rain jacket  
 Mid-weight fleece top  
 Sun gloves  
 Cap or wide brimmed hat  
 Casual clothing  
 Wading boots  
 Gravel guards  
 Sungaiter  
   
Sunglasses Polarized sunglasses  
   
Equipment Fly boxes  
 Vest  
 Nipper  
 Wading staff  
 Forceps  
 Floatant  
 Sunscreen  
 Lip balm  
 Camera  
 Chargers (phone and camera)  
 Toiletries  
 Flies  
 


